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Upcoming  Events 

1 . National  Pea  Improvement  Association/ 

Bean  Improvement  Cooperative  Meeting 


October,  1999 


Agri-Food  Trade  Services 
(ATS) 

World  Information  Network  for  Exports 


November  7-9, 1999 
Calgary,  Alberta 

Contact:  Henning  Muendel 
(403)317-2275 

2.  1999  Alberta  Horticultural  Congress  and 

Prairie  West  Trade  Show 

November  11-13, 1999 

Mayfield  Inn  & Suites 
16615  - 109  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 


The  World  Information  Network  for  Exports  (WIN 
Exports)  is  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  and 
International  Trade’s  (DFAIT)  database  of  Canadian 
exporters  and  their  capabilities.  WIN  can  only  be 
accessed  by  DFAIT’s  Trade  Commissioners  around  the 
world  and  by  Team  Canada  partners  in  Canada  (ie.  the 
International  Trade  Centres  and  government  departments 
involved  in  international  business  development). 

WIN  Exports  is  the  computer  equivalent  of  having  an 
endless  supply  of  your  company’s  marketing  brochures 
on  each  Trade  Commissioner’s  desk  around  the  world. 


Contact: 

The  Alberta  Horticultural  Congress  Office 

RR  6 CDC  North 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

Ph:  (780)415-2324 

Fax:  (780)  998-7776 


WIN  Exports  is  used  by  Canada’s  Trade  Commissioners 
to  identify  Canadian  suppliers  and  to  respond  to  overseas 
contacts.  WIN  Exports  is  used  by  the  post  to  inform 
Canadian  companies  by  fax  about  opportunities  and 
noteworthy  events.  Local  Agri-Food  Trade  Service 
(ATS)  offices  use  WIN  Exports  for  distribution  of 
FaxBack  and  information  on  upcoming  events  such  as 
incoming  and  outgoing  missions. 


In  this  issue... 


Upcoming  Events -1- 

Agri-Food  Trade  Services  (ATS) -1- 

The  Food  Processing  Development  Centre -2- 

Growth  Stage™  Consulting  Inc -3- 

Special  Crops  Product  Team  New  Initiatives  ...  -4- 

Hemp  Acreage  Gets  High  -4- 

Other  Programs  and  Services -4- 

Alternative  Ag  Products  Council  of  Western 

Canada  -5- 

Science  Corner -6- 


There  is  no  charge  to  register  on  the  system,  but  once 
registered,  you  will  be  contacted  once  per  year  to  update 
your  company  information. 

To  register  your  company  on  WIN  Exports  contact 
Brenda  McIntyre  at  (780)  495-4143  or  e-mail, 
mcintyreb@em.agr.ca. 
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The  Food  Processing 
Development  Centre 

The  food  and  beverage  industry  is  Alberta's  largest 
secondary  manufacturing  industry,  generating  in  excess 
of  $5.3  billion  in  value  of  shipments.  Alberta 
Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development,  through  the 
Alberta  Heritage  Savings  Trust  Fund,  opened  the  Food 
Processing  Development  Centre  at  Leduc  in  1984.  It 
serves  to  encourage  the  growth  and  expansion  of  this 
vital  industry  in  highly  competitive  domestic  and  global 
markets. 

The  Food  Processing  Development  Centre  in  Leduc 
provides  research  and  development  facilities  for 
companies  of  all  sizes,  from  small,  developing, 
entrepreneurial  businesses  to  larger  corporations. 

As  an  integral  part  of  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and 
Rural  Development's  Processing  Division,  the  Centre  is 
a modem,  fully  equipped  pilot  plant  and  product 
development  laboratory  facility.  It's  staffed  with 
experienced  food  scientists,  engineers  and  technologists. 
Centre  services  are  designed  to  strengthen  and  expand  the 
capability  of  Alberta's  food  processors  to  meet  the 
challenges  of  the  marketplace  through  application  of  new 
technology  and  the  development  of  new  or  improved 
products  and  processes. 

There  are  now  twice  as  many  companies  using  the 
Centre's  facilities  as  there  were  in  1993.  Each  year, 
clients  introduce  approximately  100  new  food  products 
into  the  marketplace. 

Several  types  of  services  are  offered  by  the  Food 
Processing  Development  Centre. 

Product  Development 

New  product  success  is  elusive.  Shifting  consumer  trends 
and  technological  advances  require  motivated  leadership 
in  new  or  improved  food  product  development. 
Consumer  awareness  of  health,  nutrition,  safety, 
convenience  and  packaging  determine  product  success  or 
failure  in  a changing  marketplace. 

Major  areas  of  support  and  services  include: 

► technical  consultation  (food  scientists;  engineer) 

► concept  analysis  and  development 

► laboratory  product  development 

► prototype  design  and  demonstration 


► regulatory  requirements  and  labelling  assistance 
product  packaging 

► quality  control/quality  assurance  specifications 
sensory  evaluation 

An  extensive  test  kitchen  facility  allows  Centre  personnel 

to  simulate  consumer,  food  service 

and  institutional  food  preparation  methods. 

Sensory  Evaluation 

Sensory  evaluation  facilities  are  used  to  determine 
consumer  preferences.  Studies  with  both  trained  panelists 
and  consumers  are  used  to  evaluate  food  flavor,  color  and 
texture  associated  with  ingredient/  process  modifications, 
product  quality  and  shelf-life.  They  are  also  used  for  test 
market  introduction  and  to  monitor  competitive  products. 

Pilot  Plant/Process  Development 

The  equipment  and  facilities  within  the  Centre's  pilot 
plant  have  the  sophistication  and  flexibility  for  process 
development,  custom  processing  and  packaging  of  a 
variety  of  food  commodities.  Pilot  plant  equipment  can 
provide  simulation  of  industrial  production  to  assess  and 
evaluate  product  or  process  performance.  Private  industry 
is  also  invited  to  utilize  the  pilot  plant  for  limited 
production  on  an  interim  basis. 

The  pilot  plant  consists  of  four  separate  processing  areas: 
meat,  wet  process,  dry  process  and  fine  particulate.  The 
Centre  is  operated  under  Agriculture  and  Agri-Food 
Canada  Meat  Hygiene  Directorate  Standards  as  an 
establishment  registered  with  the  Canadian  Food 
Inspection  Agency  (CFIA).  It  meets  all  requirements  for 
the  shipment  of  products  containing  meat  ingredients, 
both  inter-  provincially  and  internationally. 

Pilot  plant  equipment  can  be  integrated  to  provide  a 
process  made  up  of  unit  operations  such  as  size 
reduction,  drying,  separation,  heat  transfer,  extrusion 
processing,  concentration,  smoking,  packaging  and 
mixing.  A complete  forming,  batter/breading,  frying  and 
freezing  line  is  also  available  and  can  be  arranged  in  any 
required  sequence. 

Pilot  plant  services  to  provide  the  transition  between 
bench-top  development  and  commercial  production  are 
available  to:  food  processors,  entrepreneurs,  industrial  or 
commodity  groups,  university  researchers,  federal  or 
provincial  agriculture  personnel  and  suppliers  of 
equipment,  ingredients  and  packaging.  Engineering 
services  are  also  available  for  process  evaluation  and 
assistance  with  equipment  selection. 
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Technical  and  Information  Services 

The  Centre  provides  a comprehensive  information 
service  that  assists  in  the  acquisition,  and  interpretation 
of  scientific  and  technical  literature  to  resolve  specific 
technical  problems.  In-house  library  services  and  a 
computerized  information  search  and  retrieval  system 
allow  clients  and  Centre  staff  to  access  international 
technologies  in  product  and  process  developments. 

Agricultural  Value-added  Engineering  Centre 

The  Agricultural  Value-added  Engineering  Centre 
(AVEC),  which  was  established  in  1997,  became  a 
functional  part  of  the  Food  Processing  Development 
Centre  (FPDC)  in  April  1999  as  a result  of  organizational 
restructuring  at  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Development.  AEVC’s  integration  into  the  Food 
Processing  Development  Centre  generates  operational 
and  synergy  benefits  that  will  improve  service  to 
processors. 

AVEC  has  three  components,  a research  centre,  a 
resource  centre  and  a financial  assistance  program. 

Through  its  research  centre,  AVEC  conducts  research 
and  development  in  partnership  with  industry.  The 
resource  centre  provides  easy  access  to  a wide  variety  of 
information  sources.  As  well,  AVEC’s  specialists  can 
provide  technical  consultation  and  advisory  services  in 
trouble  shooting,  process  development  and  the  planning 
of  processing  operations.  Finally,  project  financial 
assistance  is  available  on  a cost  shared  basis  to 
companies,  organizations  or  individuals  for  eligible 
projects  relating  to  the  development  and  adoption  of 
innovative  processing  technologies,  systems  and 
facilities. 

AVEC  is  currently  involved  in  a number  of  projects, 
relating  to  both  food  and  non-food  processing. 

Food  Lab  - Crop  Diversification  Centre  South 

In  April  1999  the  Food  Lab  at  CDC  South,  in  Books,  also 
became  a functional  part  of  the  Food  Processing 
Development  Centre. 

Two  specialists  will  be  located  in  Brooks.  They  will 
provide  bench  top  development,  trouble  shooting  and 
information  retrieval  services.  The  Food  Lab  in  Brooks 
will  help  to  improve  client  service  to  the  southern  part  of 
the  province. 


control/quality  assurance,  product  development,  plant 
start-up,  and  process  or  equipment  modifications. 

The  Centres’  services  and  facilities  are  easy  to  access  and 
available  on  a contractual  basis  to  clients.  Whether  you 
choose  to  contract  Centre  services  and  staff  or  provide 
your  own  staff,  Centre  resources  are  committed  to 
product  excellence  and  market  success. 

You  can  find  us  at:  FPDC: 

ww.agric.gov.ab.ca/ministry/org/fpdc/index.html 

AVEC : www.agric.gov.ab.ca/navigation/food/non- 

food/index.html 


Growth  Stage™  Consulting 
Inc. 

Growth  Stage™  Consulting  Inc.  now  offers  online 
weather  and  crop  development  services  to  assist  farm 
businesses  with  critical  crop  management  decisions! 
New  online  reports  increase  efficiency,  improve  customer 
service  and  reduce  the  risk  of  miss-application  by 
allowing  the  user  to  better  plan  crop  input  applications. 

Customized  reports  can  be  generated  to: 

► Confirm  forecast  weather  conditions  for  an  area. 

► Confirm  the  weather  impact  on  crop  or  product 
performance. 

► Predict,  weeks  in  advance,  when  the  crop  will  be  in 
the  right  stage  for  an  application. 

► Track  crop  development  at  multiple  locations,  and 

► Schedule  crop  stage  alert  bulletins  when  these  crops 
reach  the  optimum  field  scouting  and  product 
application  window. 

To  access  these  services,  please  go  to  the  Growth  Stage 
web  site  at  www.growthstage.com  and  select  the  Online 
Services. 

If  at  any  time  you  need  assistance  with  the  reports  or  have 
any  questions  regarding  the  services  we  provide,  please 
contact  us  at  1-888-256-9557  or  e-mail  us  at  Growth 
Stage. 


Specialists  from  the  FPDC,  AVEC  and  CDC  South  are 
available  to  provide  in-plant  technical  consultation  and 
advisory  services  in  trouble  shooting,  quality 
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Special  Crops  Product 
Team  New  Initiatives 

The  Special  Crops  Product  Team  is  pleased  to 
announce  the  following  new  Alberta  Agriculture, 
Food  and  Rural  Development  Ropin’  the  Web 
services: 

1.  Web  Board 

The  web  board’s  major  focus  is  to  allow  buyers  and 
sellers  to  communicate  with  each  other  regarding  the 
supply  and  demand  of  special  crops  and  their 
products.  Users  of  the  network  can  post  their 
comments  or  ask  questions  and  respond  to  questions 
by  other  users.  Department  staff  will  monitor  the 
board  to  ensure  that  all  questions  are  answered. 

This  interaction  will  help  to  bring  the  various 
players  in  the  industry  together  to  discuss  marketing, 
current  issues  and  concerns. 

2.  Buyers  and  Sellers  Lists 

The  team  has  also  created  lists  of  special  crops 
buyers  and  sellers  to  facilitate  marketing  of  special 
crops  and  their  products.  We  encourage  our  clients 
to  add  their  names  to  this  site. 

3.  Buy  or  Sell  Special  Crops 

This  site  allows  our  clients  to  request  crops  that  they 
wish  to  buy  or  list  crops  for  sale.  It  offers  a unique 
opportunity  to  discover  what  is  available  and  what 
the  demand  is  in  the  marketplace. 

Access  the  services  at: 

http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca  (click  on  crops/plants 
and  then  special  crops) 

Any  questions  regarding  these  services  can  be 
directed  to: 

Wayne  Goruk 

e-mail:  wayne. goruk@agric. gov. ab.ca 
Ph: (780)  427-3122 

Nabi  Chaudhary 

e-mail:  nabi. chaudhary@agric.gov. ab.ca 
Ph:  (780)  422-4054 

If  calling  longdistance  from  Alberta,  dial  310-0000 
first,  wait  for  a dial  tone,  and  then  call  427-3122  or 
422-4054. 


Hemp  Acreage  Gets  High 

More  prairie  farmers  applied  for  and  received  licences 
to  grow  hemp  this  spring.  Health  Canada  issued 
licences  for  more  than  35,000  acres  of  the  drug-free 
crop,  most  of  it  for  Western  Canada.  But  licences 
came  late  again  this  spring,  meaning  more  acres  were 
likely  licensed  than  seeded.  Health  Canada  said  most 
farmers  did  not  apply  for  licences  until  April,  creating 
a backlog  of  applications. 


Successful 

Applicants 

Licensed 

Acres 

% Change 
Acres 

97-98 

1998 

1999 

1998 

1999 

B.C. 

7 

19 

178 

556 

+ 212.4 

Alta 

9 

44 

94 

1,862 

+1,880.9 

Sask 

32 

133 

650 

7,640 

+1,075.4 

Man 

92 

231 

1,497 

21,950 

+1,366.3 

Ont 

90 

91 

2,873 

2,523 

- 12.2 

Que 

3 

12 

59 

212 

+ 259.3 

N.B. 

4 

1 

529 

10 

- 98.1 

N.S. 

4 

12 

47 

312 

+ 563.8 

P.E.I. 

0 

1 

0 

10 

n/a 

Canada 

241 

545 

5,928 

35,078 

+ 491.7 

Source:  Health  Canada 

Other  Programs  and 
Services 

Farm  Management  Online  now  faster  and 
easier 

A popular  web  destination  for  farm  managers  around 
the  world  has  recently  been  improved.  Farm 
Management  Online  www.cfbmc.com  Canadian  Farm 
Business  Management  Council’s  (CFBMC’s)  bilingual 
site  devoted  exclusively  to  farm  management 
information,  is  now  4,000  pages  in  size  and  features 
over  2,000  links  to  other  farm  management  web  sites. 
The  site  has  been  upgraded  to  include  several  powerful 
internal  search  engines  which  allow  users  to  pinpoint 
information  faster  and  with  greater  accuracy. 

Suite  908-75  Albert  Street 

Ottawa,  Ontario  KIP  5E7 

Tel:  (613)  237-9060 

Fax:  (613)237-9330 

Toll-free:  1-888-23-CFBMC 

Visit  the  web  site  at:  www.cfbmc.com 
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New  tool  provides  introduction  to  fast  growing 
market 

Available  now  through  CFBMC,  Introduction  to 
Certified  Organic  Farming,  a manual  and  30  minute 
video,  shows  farm  managers  how  to  take  advantage  of 
this  growing  area  of  agriculture.  Topics  such  as  soil 
fertility,  crop  rotation  and  pest  management  are 
explored,  along  with  how  to  become  a certified  organic 
farmer  and  how  to  avoid  common  mistakes.  The  video 
features  six  organic  farmers  who  share  their  farming 
techniques. 

To  order,  call: 

1-888-23CFBMC 

(1-888-232-3262) 

Order  online  at:  www.cfbmc.com 

Educating  farm  managers  through  quarterly 
magazine 

Four  more  issues  of  the  quarterly  magazine,  “Right 
Now”,  are  being  produced.  The  fall  publication  will 
outline  how  to  ensure  good  customer  satisfaction,  and 
how  to  develop  sound  community  relations.  The 
‘Transition  Planning’  issue  will  arrive  in  January, 
followed  by  the  ‘Human  Resources  Management’  issue 
and  the  ‘Technology  Innovation’  issue  in  the  spring 
and  summer,  2000. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Anita  Lunden 

Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development 
Phone:  (403)  556-4278  (Toll  free  from  Alberta:  310- 
0000  and  then  556-4278) 

Agri-ville  site  just  keeps  growing 

More  guest  speakers  are  lined  up  for  the  Agri-ville  web 
site  for  this  fall  and  winter.  Also,  in  an  attempt  to 
expand  the  site,  partners  will  be  added  for  the 
development  of  more  online  courses. 

Visit  the  web  site  at:  www.agri-ville.com  and  become 
a member,  for  free! 

Information:  Courtesy  of  the  Canadian  Farm  Business 
Management  Council. 


Alternative  Ag  Products 
Council  of  Western  Canada 

Alternative  crop  growers  in  Western  Canada  formed 
a group  to  jointly  market,  process  and  promote  their 
products.  The  group  will  be  a registered  society  and 
called  the  “Alternative  Ag  Products  Council  of 
Western  Canada”. 

These  growers  came  together  through  the  initiative 
of  the  Flower  and  Herb  Growers  Association  of 
Alberta.  Group  representatives  include  the  Alpine 
Herb  Growers,  Native  Plant  Producers  Association, 
Peace  Value  Added  Food  and  Ag  Association, 
Organic  Crop  Improvement  Association,  and 
Ginseng  Growers,  and  some  individual  producers. 

At  the  first  meeting  participants  discussed  some 
common  issues  concerning  marketing,  certification, 
education,  processing,  research  and  development, 
value  added  chains,  and  enhanced  industry 
coordination.  From  this  discussion,  the  group 
decided  to  from  an  “umbrella  group”  for  alternative 
crops. 

The  second  meeting  concentrated  on  identifying  a 
name,  purpose  and  some  structure  for  the  group.  A 
mission  statement  was  drafted  and  some  immediate 
goals  were  established. 

The  group  will  meet  again  on  September  28,  1999, 
at  CDC  North  in  Edmonton  to  review  the  proposed 
By-Laws  and  how  the  Council  office  will  be 
established. 

Carmen  Andrew  and  Betty  Birch,  Rural 
Development  Specialists,  Nabi  Chaudhary, 
Chairman,  Special  Products  Team,  and  Dr.  Stan 
Blade,  Director  - CDC  North,  have  been  involved  in 
facilitating  the  meetings. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Betty  Birch 

Rural  Development  Specialist  - Organizations 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  & Rural  Development 
Ph:  (403)  742-7500  (toll  free  from  Alberta: 

310-0000  and  then  742-7500) 
e-mail:  betty.birch@agric.gov.ab.ca 
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Science  Corner 

“Substitution  of  Pea  Starch  for  Mung  Bean 
Starch  in  Cooked  Starch  Gels  and  Glassy 
Noddles” 

Starch  noodles  are  one  of  many  popular  types  of 
noodles  used  throughout  Oriental  countries,  as  well  as 
in  Oriental  dishes  served  in  Europe  and  North  America. 
Starch  noodles  along  with  other  East  Asian  foods 
represent  a significant  and  growing  market. 

The  characteristics  of  starch  noodles,  unlike  wheat 
based  noodles,  depends  heavily  upon  the  functional 
properties  of  the  starch  as  it  undergoes  one  or  two  heat 
treatments  during  processing.  (Kim,  et  al  1996). 

Mung  Bean  starch  is  preferred  for  starch  noodle 
production  because  it  gives  a product  with  the  desired 
color,  glossiness,  transparency  and  texture. 

A preliminary  investigation  was  conducted  to  evaluate 
the  suitability  of  substituting  pea  starch  for  mung  bean 
starch  in  starch  gels  and  glassy  noodles.  Mung  Bean 
Starch  was  combined  for  evaluation  with  wrinkled  pea 
starch;  smooth  pea  air  classified  starch  and  smooth  pea 
wet  separation  starch. 

The  results  of  this  preliminary  investigation  indicate 
that  substitution  of  smooth  pea  starch  up  to  an  amount 
of  50%  is  possible  in  the  manufacture  of  Oriental 
starch  noodles.  Starch  gels  and  noodles  made  using  the 
wet  separation  pea  starch  at  a concentration  up  to  50% 
have  good  transparency,  glossiness  and  color,  all 
qualities  considered  important  in  a high  quality  starch 
noodle.  Air  classified  pea  starch  which  has  color  and  a 
higher  protein  content,  can  be  substituted  up  to  25% 
with  good  results. 


For  more  information,  contact: 

Connie  Phillips 

Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  & Rural  Development,  Food 

Processing  Development  Centre 

6309  - 45  Street,  Leduc,  Alberta  Canada  T9E  7C5 

Fax:  1-780-980-4865 

e-mail:  connie.phillips@agric.gov.ab.ca 


Special  Crops  Product  Team 

The  Special  Crops  Product  Team  represents  a cross-section  of 
specialists  from  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Development  and  Agriculture  and  Agri-Food  Canada.  It  is  a 
liaison  between  industry  and  government.  The  Team’s 
mission  is  to  lead  departmental  activities  in  Special  Crops, 
consistent  with  industry  objectives,  in  response  to 
diversification,  value-added  and  market  place  opportunities. 

Members  and  phone  numbers. 

Nabi  Chaudhary,  Chairman 

(780)  422-4054 

Wayne  Goruk,  Vice-Chairman 

(780)  427-3122 

Kathy  Lowther,  Secretary 

(403)  948-8537 

Stan  Blade 

(780)415-2311 

Terry  Buss 

(780)  853-8101 

Kris  Chawla 

(780)  427-3944 

Michael  Clawson 

(403)381-5843 

Alan  Dooley 

(780)  422-2559 

Sandra  Eppich 

(403)  556-4220 

Don  Hansen 

(780)  422-4056 

Sheau-Fang  Hwang 

(780)  632-8228 

Julie  Kennett 

(403)  292-6745 

Mafiz  Khan 

(780)  422-6573 

Paul  Laflamme 

(780) 538-5285 

Brenda  McIntyre 

(780)  495-4143 

Doug  McMullen 

(780)  427-4249 

Connie  Phillips 

(780)  980-4865 

Bob  Riewe 

(403)381-5868 

Jeff  Ward 

(780)  422-4053 

National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliotheque  nationale  du  Canada 
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The  “Special  Crops”  newsletter  is  published  four 
times  per  year.  Please  direct  any  questions, 
comments  or  suggestions  for  story  ideas  to: 

Wayne  Goruk,  “Special  Crops”  Newsletter 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  & 

Rural  Development 
306,  7000  - 1 13  Street 
J.G.  O’Donoghue  Building 
Edmonton  AB  Canada  T6H  5T6 

Phone:  (780)  427-3122  or 

(dial  310-0000  first  if  calling  long  distance  from 

Alberta) 

Fax:  (780)  427-5921 

e-mail:  wayne. goruk@agric. gov. ab.ca 

The  newsletter  is  also  available  on  the  Internet  at: 

http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/crops/special/scnews/index.html 
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